
 

 

  

He connects 
heaven and earth 



1 

 

 

 

Second Sunday after Epiphany January 17, 2021 

Welcome!  
What connects us with the God who lives in heaven?  This is a fundamental question.  Can our good deeds 
build a ladder to reach God?  Can our prayers rocket a life-line to the heavenly throne?   

We have a sure foundation stronger than any rickety ladder built from the good we do.  We have the Son of 
God himself, promising to connect us to his Father, calling us to listen to his Word.  So let’s gather at his feet 
and learn the promises he gives us! 

We especially welcome our guests.  Thanks for letting us share Jesus’ love with you this morning!  We’ll do 
our best to make you feel welcome and at home with friends.  Please come back and learn more about the 
extraordinary love our God has for all of us! 

 

Our Worship 

Our entire worship service is printed out in this worship folder to make it easy to follow.  The congregation 
speaks the parts in bold while the pastor speaks the parts in plain type.   

Participate in the worship service as much or as little as you like.  More than anything we want you to feel 
comfortable here so you can take to heart the main message—Jesus gave his life to give us real life. 

We enjoy having children in worship because Jesus gave his life for them too.  If you feel like they need a 
break, we do have a quiet nursery with a video feed from our worship.  Follow the signs at the set of double 
doors in the back of the church worship area.  

 

Restrooms 

Exit the worship space through the double doors in back and follow the signs to the restrooms. 

 

Cover art by Full of Eyes. 

Scriptures taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Biblica.  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All 
rights reserved.  The “NIV” and “New International Version” trademarks are registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica.  Use 
of either trademark requires the permission of Biblica. 

Copyrighted music is reprinted under Onelicense #A-723384, all rights reserved. 

Prayer of the day adapted from 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 

Disclaimer and release: We now have a camera facing the congregation's faces as they express their joy at our Father's mercy in sending us his Son. By 
worshipping with us, you give us permission to use pictures of you worshipping with us in our internet broadcast of the service to those who could not 
attend, and release us from liability for that use. We thank you for that permission. 

One faith, one hope, one family 
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We worship our God 
 

 
 
Greeting    
We take a minute of silence to prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

 

Speak, O Lord .................................................................................. Hymn 735  
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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  

Confession and Forgiveness 

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 

 For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
 For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

 For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

  

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even 
when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

  

 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to sustain body 
and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.  

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may be brought to 
faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Christ, have mercy.  

For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await your return, 
hear our prayer, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

Amen.  
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Hail, O Source of Every Blessing .................................................. Hymn 87  

 

 

 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

 

Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world.  Shine the light of the glory of 
Jesus into your people through your Word and sacraments so that Christ he may be known, worshiped, and 
believed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
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God speaks to us 

1 SAMUEL 3:1-10 

The Lord was calling Samuel to be his prophet.  This was just the beginning of Samuel listening to his Lord. 

The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there 
were not many visions.  

One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual 
place.  The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, 
where the ark of God was.  Then the LORD called Samuel.  

Samuel answered, “Here I am.”  And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”  

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.  

Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”  

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”  

Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.  

The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called 
me.”  

Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy.  So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls 
you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  

The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”  

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” NIV 

 

PSALM 67 

For the director of music. With stringed instruments. A psalm. A song.  
 

May God be gracious to us and bless us  
 and make his face shine upon us, Selah  

that your ways may be known on earth,  
 your salvation among all nations.  

May the peoples praise you, O God;  
 may all the peoples praise you.  
May the nations be glad and sing for joy,  
 for you rule the peoples justly  
 and guide the nations of the earth. Selah  
May the peoples praise you, O God;  
 may all the peoples praise you.  

Then the land will yield its harvest,  
 and God, our God, will bless us.  
God will bless us,  
 and all the ends of the earth will fear him. NIV 
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2 THESSALONIANS 2:13-17  

These believers also were called to faith through the Gospel. 

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God 
chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.  He 
called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  So then, 
brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by 
letter.  

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 
encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word. 
NIV 

 

 

Alleluia. He said to me, “You are my servant in whom I will display my splendor.” Alleluia. Isaiah 49:3 cf. NIV 

 

THE GOSPEL 

Jesus calls men to follow him and listen to his Word. 

Our Gospel is John 1:43-51. 

Glory be to you, O Lord. 

The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.”  

Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida.  Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We 
have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.  

“Come and see,” said Philip.  

When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing 
false.”  

“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.  

Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”  

Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.”  
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Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater things than 
that.”  He then added, “I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.” NIV 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ!   

 

 

Father, God of Grace, You Knew Us ........................................... Hymn 753 
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SERMON:  JOHN 1:43-51 

 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.”  

Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida.  Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We 
have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.  

“Come and see,” said Philip.  

When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing 
false.”  

“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.  

Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”  

Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.”  

Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see 
greater things than that.”  He then added, “I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” NIV 

Heaven is open  

 

 

 

We respond to God’s grace 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all 
things were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in 
unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy, Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

 

Offering 
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Prayer 

Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a gift from your gracious hand.  We 
come before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our nations and its people. 

We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you without fear. 

You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory, the beauty of forest and mountain, and the 
marvels of medicine and science. 

For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you. 

Look with favor on our nation, and preserve our cherished liberties. Enable our leaders to govern with 
wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice.  Protect those who serve in the armed forces and those who maintain 
peace and safety in our communities. 

Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the common good. 

Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. Bless our fields that they may produce 
abundant harvests.  Guard us from calamities of nature and accident, and spare our land from the ravages of 
disease and epidemic.  Bless our recovery from the current pandemic. 

Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you. 

Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and wives to love each other, parents to 
nurture their children, young adults to assume responsibility, and children to show respect. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer. 

To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests. 

Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

It is good and right so to do.  

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his wondrous birth became our Brother, 
taking on human flesh to live in righteousness before God and to become obedient even to death on a cross.   
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

♫  O holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:  

Your glory, earth and heaven  In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us,  Lord God of hosts on high,  
And in your grace and mercy  Receive our fervent cry. 

Hosanna in the highest!   How truly blessed is he,  

Who in God’s name is coming  To set his people free! 
He comes to bring salvation  And with his blood outpoured, 

Deliver us from bondage—  Hosanna, mighty Lord!  
Tune of CW 78 O Light of Gentile Nations 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, 
and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s 
power. 

 By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

 By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

 By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

 By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and joyful hearts.  
Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and 
all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

Amen.  

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of 
the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  
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Song of Simeon 

 

 

 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to eat and to 
drink in this sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our 
love.  By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until the day when you will receive us as your guests 
at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

Amen. 

 

 

O Christ, Who Called the Twelve ................................................ Hymn 770 
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Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of the WELS, a nation-wide organization of 
church families dedicated to sharing God’s love with people around the world. 

 

Serving this weekend Serving next weekend 

Pastor Paul Workentine Paul Workentine 

Music Holly Holly 

Greeters Jill Jocelyn 

Ushers John Derek 

Flowers Cynthia & Dwight  

Cleaning Josh & Holly Jill 
Snacks Jan & Jim Tom & Rachel 

Video Jordan Jocelyn 

Calendar 

Today 
10 am 

11:30 am 

Worship and communion 

Sunday school 

Wednesday 
9:30 am 

7 pm 

Bible study 

Bible study 

Saturday 
2 pm 

4 pm 

Building committee 

Small group worship 

Sunday 
10 am 

11:30 am 

Worship 

Sunday school for all ages 


